THE   AUTHORITY   OF   CATHOLICISM
January 18 52 ; her parish clergy watched over her interests in
the elementary schools, where large numbers of teachers of
" unsound " views had been dismissed: the training colleges
were under close supervision. Not indeed that she claimed to
be satisfied; all those controls she held to be inadequate and
clamoured for more powers. None but Catholics should teach
history or philosophy even in State schools, or act as elementary
teachers. No attack on Catholic dogma should be allowed in
books or Press, for, " while public authorities might have
to tolerate false religions, only the true religion was entitled to
their sympathies and to their real and efficacious protection." *
But facts are there to speak for the freedom the Church had
acquired : in the first four years of Imperial rule the number of
State secondary establishments had diminished by 48, that of
scholars by 2000, whereas that of " free " (i.e. Church) schools
had risen by 167 and of their scholars by over 10,000. Small
wonder that Catholic opinion saw in the new regime a provi-
dential dispensation and compared the new Emperor to Cyrus
and Constantine.
The manner in which the new system had managed to deceive
the very elect is shown by the fact that even Liberal Catholics
tended at first to give it their support. It is true that Lacordaire
gave up the Notre-Dame pulpit in order to show his disagree-
ment with the Archbishop of Paris, Sibour," whose complais-
ance to the policy of the day seemed to him to be untrue to the
religion which he represented," and that Dupanloup protested
against the new policy in a pastoral letter on the freedom of
the Church; but Montalembert, who should have been all
along in the forefront of resistance, began by welcoming the
new order, still mesmerized as he was by the favour shown
by Louis Napoleon to the cause of Catholic freedom at home
and of Papal power abroad. His blindness to the real situation
was shown by his declaring, as late as February 1851, in answer
to Thiers' fears as to the Imperialistic aims of the President
Prince, that " before the justice of the country he had in no
wise demerited from the great cause of order." 2 He did his
utmost to secure the prolongation of presidential powers, and
1 Weill, Histoire du Parti re public ain^ p. 116.        - Debidour, of. u/., p. 516.
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